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"~ MAKING

SOLDIERS.

Schooling Raw Wisconsin Recruits Into Splendid Veterans.

. By JOHN F. MARSH, Coloael, U. S. Velunteers.

Tt was in the Far West fhat 1 first
ecaughi the contagious enthusinsm of the
war spirit that swept over the North in
the Spring of 1861, Party lines were
obliterated, Democrats aad Republicans,
forgetting parly afiliations, unforled the
starry banner, emblem of liberty, and join-
ed hands to protect amd preserve it in it
integrity. The younz men of the West
were peeuliacly fitted for service in the
volunteer army; frontier life, with its pri-
vations, bad prepared them for somothing
unlike  holiday picnie, nnd tiey sluog the
tnapsack, shonlderad the musked and
caught the step of the veiersn, with all
that it implies, with an alaerity not gaite
understo® by their Eastern compations-
in-arms during the ficst few mwonths of the
great conffict. Mong of these men were
from Eastern homes, and althongh thex
had wot forgotten the luxuries aml com
forts of the dear old Lomesteaud, they were
not  entirely unfamiline with what they
might expect on the nureh,
amid the tented field. for many of these
evarly Western volunteers lud seen aciual

war, either with the army in Mexico oy
battling the hostile Indians on the plains. |

Living nt Mastings, Minn., 1 was ol
ed and accepted the Pt Lientenaiey
a company vaised aeross the Missis
tiver al Prescott, Wis  This compans
was eomposed ol bright young feliows,
full of the vigor and dash of Western
fronticr manlioml,

about anoy life at the stact, they were fol
long iu catching up. Wis soen & Cap
tain, and in e Gt Wik, oae of the regi-
meuts of whiut was Iater kpown u
“Iron Brigade,” 1 began my militars
viee in Jane, 18G1,

A TRICMPHAL JOURNEY.

Thoese Western boys took Kindly to 2
soldier Tife, and thongh there was s lnger-
ing fonduess for pie, they soon lad a vel-
cran’s repard for bean soup and handtack:
suop were they long in learning the valie
of hot «offee ot reveille or how 1o -
provise am oven in the ground 1o bake
beans. ;

Wao had heen in camp at Madisea
bt a short time when the hattie of Buil
2un startled the North, and an order came
for the regiment to report promptly ai
Waslington., The comutry was all exeite
ment: from Madison to Harrishurg, Pa..
there was no eud to the honors shoversd
npon 1s; AMilwankee turned out en masse, |
crecting the regiment with i most elah-
orate hauguet: Chicago offered a Junch
that prinees might have envied, and ns we
marched through the city, sidewalks, win-
dows and housetops were crowded with
an applanding multitnde.

In Pennsylvania our specinl train wis

the bivena« |

They thought 13 proft |
by my Mexiean war .-_\|-|_-rimm-._ and per |
Laps they did, but if 1T koew = little vore |

the |

S0 |

jimpatience and restlessness in their atten-
iLion, which enlmindated in foud ealls for
| Jonea as ths candidate finished and: step-
ped off his pintfora.

A iank, slovenly fellow, with the greasa
of the kitehen all over his “soper clothea,”
rosponded to the call. Bragg's deseription
waan't amiss; Jones's tongue was some-
}thing more than a “limited express,”  He
{hegan with a graceful and eloguent ribnte
{to the ecaudidate, whe looked oo sskanee
!I'nr a few moments, not quite sure of the
| silnation, hot later, when Jones’s elispienc
:'u.r-ct forth, rattling off extract after ex-
Ltreact from the wost noted speeclies of
;llr‘m]n-r:m--a- orators, our camdidate waited
luol to be told, bul pntting his kinky lez
to Uhe gronnd went hobbing off towand the

i, the ringing cheeis of the men
ding in his ears,

i 0x

Al this time MeClellun
"the Army of the
were dropped or

SACTED SO0 0F YOl poaMiNioN,”

WIS Orgar
Potomae, and o

womoted as the exigaen

|

stopped at every considerable village,
where wo were grecled with bands of
music accompanied by the entive pupnla-
tion of the meighborhood. At one village |
a child, offering 25 cents to a soldier, sail |
shie wanted to give something to save the
Union, and was sorry she conldn’t give
more, but had opened her “bank™ that
morping and it was all there was in it |
a little incident, simple in itsell, but in-|
dieating the patriotic enthosiasm of the |
times. At the same place three “old
maids" standing like a squad on dress pn-
rade, sent o.. ¢ vequest that the “Gen-
eral” miziit be introduesd to them. The
Assistant Surgeon  was  eaptured, amd,
mueh to his delight, presented as the Gen-
eral. | never saw a Surgeon in the vol-
unteer service who wouldn't grant apny ren-
sonable request if you wonld give him his
military title instead of caliing him Doc-
tor.  Sorgeons, pew fo the serviee, with
thé rank of Major, frequently elaimed the
right to command the regiment in the ab-
sence of the ficld officers, apd [ often
thought them better qualified for some
whace off instead of in the medienl staff.

The boays were in Ligh Teather; pretiy
girls clustered abont them, =howering bou-
qhets until youth's bright deeam secmed
n reality. At Harrisburg ilore came n
change; the public scemed 10 have forgot-
ten us; we unpacked our tents and begun
to be soldiers. There was eonsiderabie
growling: and the burat bean soup wasn't
relished zfter the fow days of bangueting.
A Jittle ivcident that oceurred here ilins-
trates the nneertain destivation of a gon-
orons offering. A Indy eabivd at the camp
awl tendered “for the sick in bospital™ a
Jjar of finely-preservod horries,

As Mlicer of the Goard, T received and
sent the gift by an orderly to the tent of
the Hegimental Suargeon, accompanied b
n uote from the dongr. Shortly after, hav
iug oceasion to go to his tent, 1 found the
Surgeon entertaining a party of fuiond
dinper, with the “preserved berries for
the #i¢k” forming a conspienons part of
the repast.

The time came to move on, and instead
of fine passenger cars, hox cars, none (oo
clean, were backed on the side track for
our use. The boys saw the ears, and,
regret o say, were profane. They finally
wenl on board, but knocked the sides off
the cars, ns they expressed it, for a proper
reconnaissanee of the country. We Lalted
for one day in Baltimore, where the air
wns thick with ramors of what the
“ralwely™ would do that very night. J wax
detniied asOfMicer of the Guard, and though
I ridieulsd the idle stories current abont
vamp, it was in vain—the sxecitemoent was

S The sentinels were instructed to

; i the alert, but not to shoot too
quick or alarm the eomp without causs,
I was scarcely back at headgnarters, af-
ter placing the picksts, before bang! went
a gnn, aml soon another, and another; in-
stantly the regiment was forming in line.
I rushied through the darkness to the seene
of danger, only o be challerge] and fired
upon at the same moment, the ball whiz-
zing near my head. 1 suceeeded in mak-
ing the fellow realize who ! was before he
could rom me throuszh with his bayonet,
Lt be declured that he Lind killed at least
one rebel and that the woods were full of
‘. To convince him to the contrary 1
woent some distance beyond the line and
over a feuce, but he nlways insisted there
was at least a regiment of rebels in from
that night, his firing driving them away.
The next day we camped at Kalornma,
wear  Wasbington,  The first night on
picket o sentinel killed a calf that refused
to advancs and give the countersign, and
a driummer boy eame msling in claiming
that a shell bad knocked bim down and
smshed Lis druom. A patrol brought in
a sound drum and o dead call.

TESTING A CHAPLAIN,
We Ladn't been in enmp ot Kalorama

wany weeks when our Chaplain resigned.
He drew his pay faithfully while with us,

aumd when he left we bade bim a cheerful
good-Liy.

of the
vaeaney

recommetnlation
regiment. The
long when o

Capiains
hindn't

place.

Brage, afterwards member of Congress

from Wisconsin,
tion.

and two or three Senntors.

their lotters.
late lis elogquence,

will eall for Jones; it's all fixed.”

_The Captains felt the solemuity of the
situation, Bragg perhaps excepted, when
candidate monntad an old box and be-
Unfortunately the boys
seell the parson’s papers, or failed
e that respect for the eabalistic “M.
L we did, for there was a visible

i3 harangue.
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By a rule of the War Depart-
went Chaplains were appointed upon the
of the
existed
“eranky-looking old saiot,” |
with a bud-kiok in one leg, applied for the

Senior Captain of the |along,
regiment, cualled ns together for consulta-
The parson baoded in lLis pupers,
indorsed by severnl members of Congress | the Ground,” the chorus ringing ont loud
X Imagine, if land elear, the cadenced step of the men
you can, anyihiog more tonching thun a | keeping time to the mnosic,
capdidate for Chaplain soliciting yonr suf- | those mornings too lovely to lust. when all
frage, whose religivus zeal sud piety is in- |patnre seemed in perfect accond.
dorsed by numerons names legally entitled | enjoying the scene with all its picturesque
to write “M. . after their antograpls,
to take the place of n postage stump on
Rays Bragg: “Let him venti-
I've got it all plonned;
lie wants fo talk temperance; now, there's
Jones in wmy company, who ounly kuows
enongh to bring water for the eook, but
ot enongh to keep bean soup from burn-
Ing, who e¢an talk temperance with the
wind and beat it in a 40-mile gale: let the
parson make his speech, and then the boys

cies of the service seemed to demand, One |
night our regiment was suddenly ordered
across Chain Bridge inte Virginia to a |
point threatened by the enemy. On the
way a Captain tore from his shoulders
the insignin of his rank, aod on return to
camp was invited to resign, which he did.
The morale of the regiment was Ligh: no
lofficer conld hold his place who showed for
'a moment the white feather.

. Tie Antumn and Winter were passed
Lin preparing Tor the Spring eatmpaign. Me- |
| Dawell  commanded the division, with
{hweadguarters at Arlington.  His reputa-
{tion duriug the entive war was peculinr:
:l-kim-mml at West Point, lie early became
the pet of Gen. Scott, who bhad great ad-
miration for his brilliant soeinl qualities
brs well as Lis unusually fine soldierly pres-
ence,

I Theorefically, MeDowell was an aecom-
Ep[i-hnd soldier, ot he seemmed to always
{lose bis lhead in an emergency. I have
lseen  him attempt to handle u division,
Isimp[x in practice, only to get hLis bri-
'gades  and  regiments so  divided and
{twistad that he completely lost coutrol of
his command; his horse was such a fre-
quent  blunderer over fences and into
ditehies that there was a general jmpres-
sion, that ecouldn’t be shaken. that this
nuin who never tasted wines or liguors was
a drimkard.

The soldiers believed MeDewell to be in
gome way in erimingl communication with
the Confederates, amd it was current gos-
sip in the ranks doring Pope’s campaign
{that he wore a peculiar, light-colored and
|eonspicuous hat that the enemy might dis-
| tingnish and not injure him. The charges
of drunkenness amd disloyalty were cqual-
Iy absurd, but MeDowell's greatest success
was asx i soclety man in eommand of a
Department after the war.

Picket duty during the Winter of "G1-2
was no idle reereation. If the people of
Virginin attempted to repel ns the mud
didn’t, for the “sarcred sofl” stock to the
Union cause on every available oceasion,
and sometimes I felt that we made a
deep impression in return.  About once a
mouth we went 10 miles to the front for
n week’s duty on picket; it was an open-
air picnic with no bad plumbing to growl
about, and if the ventilation wasa't per-
| fect there certninly was enough of it, for
at night no s elter but our blankets in-
Hervened between us and the stars.  One
day, while at the front in this way, an old
gentleman, who owned the farm, came rid-
ing across the field to our enmp. Inform-
g Lim what State we were from, he
|said: “I have a son living in the West;
I yon may know him?"

“His name, and where does he live?" 1
| inguired.
| “Hillery, and Le lives at
Miun.,"” was the reply.

Sure enough, his son had been my neigh-
{bor and intimate friend. He took my ad-
dress amd rode back to the houze, soon
returning with o wost cordial invitation
to dinner from the ladies of the family,
whom I Lad met during their visits to
Minnesota,  Although intensely Southern
in their sympathies they gave me an old-
time welcome, nnd we sat long at the
table discussing the prospects of the war
and of our old friends, now divided aund
vonfronting each other, awaiting the great
strogele,

Haustings,

TIHE SPRING CAMPAIGN.

With Spring came onr advance toward
Frodericksburg.  The ery was, “On to
Richmond,” and the men took tip the line
tof march burdened with knapsacks, in ad-
dition to their other equipments, with
| hearts as light as though it were n toyrna-
|ment and not a bloody battle mpending.
Regiment  after regiment swung gaily
{ some compnuies whistling “The
(Girl I Left Behind Me" others singing
(“John Brown's Budy Lies Moldering in

It was one of
I was

| surroundings, when 1 observed a grizzled
| ol darky standing io a lane near the pass-
|ing troops: lie was throwing up his arms,
|wildly exclaiming ns we passed: *“For de
Lor's sakes, fur de lLor's sakes, dars no
ens to um, dars no ens to nm—bress de
5.411:: dis po’ ole uwigger libbed to see de
1.

The morning so lovely passed, aond then
enme n storm of great violence., The brooks
and creeks, nearly dry at sinrise, were
foaming, dashing torrents when the sun
went down at evening: the men who step-
ped off so gaily a few honrs before were
struggling through the mod and water as
best they could; artilley and amuy wagons
came to a halt, some of them in awkward
sitnations: t{ents were got ont, if fonud,

’huﬂu;iemukmabwemtﬂn-

til

denly as it came, and the moon,

her light. disclosed a Confederate pig gnl-
Iantly dash past our left fank; the
boys, althom nearly exbausted, rallied
with a shout, amd, like magic, piggy was
quivering in a dozen frying-pans. An howm
later, aud the camp was quiet for the
n

When we left Arlington Hights with
the “On to Richmond” cry ringing on our
#ars; there- was to be no delay, nnd om
baggage was “cliecked through.” At Fal-
month, opposite Fredericksburg, we drop-
pad the “through®™ and commenced saving
Washington.

TUp to this time it hada't ocenrred to
88 1that we wepre to save anything bt the
Union, ¥t now we saw onr error and
quictly settlad down on the north bank of
the Rappalinnnock, six days in the week
rubbing muskets and polishing boots, and
on Sundays occasionally attending ehoreh
in the pleasaut villuge of Predericksburg,
across the river,

One Sundsy, in company  with Maj.
Pragg, we walked juto (e fashionable
chareh of the place and wers about to be
shown fnto the “ecolorsd gallery™ when
Rragg said to the usher: “Where are you
going, gir?"

1 Lieard o stamimered reply, when Brogs
added: *That's for niggers up there, isn't

“I'm told to seat Foderal soldiers there,

Lo, replisd the mn,

{ A8 WE MARCHED THE SIDEWALES, HOUSETOPS AXD WINXDOWS WERE CROWDED WITH
AN APPLAUDING MULTITUDEY

“I¥o vou know where the parson’s pew
is?7 said the Major.

“1 think so0,” came oot in a tremulous
Vioure,
“Show ns to i, said Bragg.
The man, now thoroughly frightensd,
ledd the way up the broad aisle. The
hywinals showed that we sat in the min-
ister’s pew that Bunday, and we weren’t
crowded either, The churches of Fred-
oricksburg at that tme didn’t post op
their  doors “Strangers cordinlly wel-
comel,” especially if they wore the “blae”

PURSCUIT OF “OLD SIONEWALL"

As the days nnd weeks went hy and we
rend of MMeClellan’s battles near Richmond
and Grant’s victories in the West, while
we did nothing but rub, polish and drill,
there erept into MceDowell's command a
tocling of impatience that on the 25th of
May found relief in the wildest clieers
wien the order came—"FPack up,” and the
ramor ran along the lines, “It"s MeClel-
lan and Richmond at last.” We wont
through Fredericksburg and seven miles
out on the Bowling Green road and halted.
Word eame that Jackson was on the war-
path up the Valley, threatening Washing-
ton, and of course, expecting to draw
MeDowell’s command to its defensze. We
didn’t disappoint bim, but came meekly
back to Falmouth and entersd upon the
famous “wild-goose clinse™ to  surround
amd eapture “Old Stonewall.”  Hoad we
caught him, MeDowell would have been
the hiero of the hour, but he wasn't.
When the army miader MeDowell had
been  sufliciently  scattered the  intrepid
Southern leader retarned, and joining Lee,
MetClellan waus foreed back from Rich-
mond to Harrison's Landing.
Hsd MeDowell on the 26th of May
pushed forward to Hauover Conrt House,
what wonld have been the resalt?  Rich-
mond might have fallen, and with it Con-
federate authority in northern and eastern
Virginia, ennbling McClellan, if vigorous-
Iy and intelligently supported, (o have
practically put an end to the conflict in
12 yoonths after Bull Run. Wonld it have
been well to have ended the war so soon?
Possibly, but probably not, for the North
was pot then prepared for emanecipation,
and without it there conld have been no
permanent peace between the States,

AGAIN AT FALMOUTIL

Two weeks of hard marching, leaving
the roads behind us strewn with knap-
stwecks and blankets, thrown nway by the
men, exhansted to complete recllessness
by the terrible heat, and we are back at
Falwonth, rubbing, polishing and drill-
ing again. With all its  drawhbacks
it was two wecks of valnable dis-
cipline in the school that minkes  veter-
ans of volunteers, On such a march the
soldier is taught the possibilities of the
sitnation with a view to economizing ev-
erything pertaining to rest, food and shel-
ter; he soon learns how to grasp every mil-
vantage; if a five-minute rest is probable,
he secures enongh fuel to start a fire the
instunt the eolumn halts; filling o tin cup
from his canteen, it secems but o moment
when the water boils, to which Le adds
the fragrant coffee usnally -in supply; if
the column moves too soon for him he
slings his gun nerogs his back, sipping
amd munching as he goes on.

The dust and heat taxed the endurance
of the troops severely, but we had men
always boiling over with fun, snd it was
a bad day indeed when they couldn’t im-
provise some song that would send con-
tngious bouyancy throvgh the rauks, as
company  ufter company canght up the
chorus with a swelling shout that lent a
kind of holiday enthnsiasm to the murch.
Here is the favorite refrain:

We'll freeze to Old Stonewall.
When the Johnnies Eo to sleep;

Put "simmous in his whisky,
And mustard on his feet.

Water, gonerully so useful, somoetimes
caught us napping. The army s “shel-
tered™ for the night and quite secure from
the impending shower if the little trench
to turn aside the water from the tent was
properly plaesd. Taps had sounded and
the camp slept as weary =zoldicrs know
how: suddenly | heard men shonting as
for their lives, and, looking out, saw n
monntain torrent taking eversthing in its
conrse a8 it swept down to the vulley.
Drenched with water, sleepiug mer sprang
to their feet to save their kits floating
awny in the darknes<. An honr later and
these sume men, wel to the skin, are again
lost in peaceful sleep, save, perhaps, o (lis-
turbing visiou of the dear old home,

INCIDEXTS OF THE MARCIL

I commanded the one Irish company in
the regiment, and it amuses me even now
when I think of their ingenions expedients

and every man was intent ou finding a

to secore just a “wee drop™ of “mountain

morning. The storm passed as sud-Lsary™ was visible, and ¢

7T

dew."” For weeks at J

ed to hint to some of the thirsty

the “dew” was plenty, but no soldier
appls. At Catlett’s 8 I noticed an
nnu.mn:m 'ih"hl?:r“ : “t&l
somew peculiar, na )
ments of ' the legs; - ry Tad
evidently arrived. watch dis-
closed the fact that'th . aided by an
auger, had tapped‘as of whisky
through the floor of a standing on the
traek; they had a ‘gl dronk, singiny
more vigorouasly than A

“We'll freeze to OJd, Stonewall,
When the Jolinnies go to sleep.””,

(ln onr retnrn wci were followed by
mauy colored people, mestly women and
children, among whoni;wis a mother nml
a bLrood of little oues eqnal in number to
the famons Johin Bogers gronp<in ye olden
time. They all Secmed nbout of a size:
twa elimg to thelr motler’s shoulders, a
third hnng to the skirt of her dros<, while
a little threc-vear-old had just lodt the
same kind of grip, falling in the dnst.
We movesd so rapidly that the mother could
only giavee ot the child lving on the
gromml, trusting to the Lhalf-dogen older
It ot mneh larger ones, evving  and
straggling belind, to pick it up.  The lit-
tle bent D o Taes of jnky bluck, with
eyes lke dinmonds =t in ebony. A CUnp-
tuin, ealinusted by the leat, was riding
in an ambulanes, aml seeing the situntion,
sang ont: “Give that nigger buby to me,”
i amid the shouts of Jus companions,
e “nigger baby™” was loistodd into s
arms ol safels torned over to the mother
when we holted,

T ADMY OF VIRGINIA UNDER POPE.

In the Swemer of 1862 the Army of the
PPotomne wus foresd back from Riehmond
and practically merged in the Army ol
Virgivia under the comunand of Gen. John
"ope.

Lietioved of the Army of the Potomae,
Lee casts o wistinl look toward **M3
Marzland,” nnd his army is soon troop
ing orer the ol stamping gronnd, It's o
eritieal moment for the Union cause, eveia
if Pope has bis “headguarters in the zad-
dle,” and troops are horried from every
direction to save the Army of Virginin,
We had neither love for nor confidence
in MeDowell, and Pope eame with his
mean fling at the gallant army lie was Lo
ewintgnd, Ol Stonewall,” always on
the war path, moves from CGordonsville
to strike Pope at Culpeper, bt Banks
stands in the way ot Cedar Mountain,
where a most  sanguinary  engagemend
tukes place, cieditable ulike to the Uuion
and Confederate troops. King's Division
mikes a forced march in response to the
booming guns, pussing, near the Lattle-
fiald, hundreds of wounded in ambulnaces
going to the rear. The battle was lml. a
simple incident of the war, without specinl
significance, escept as it showed the
plucky courage of the contending forces,
and marked the beginning of that series
of battles, that, if not victories, were nol
in themselves defeats, yet finally resulted
in demoralizing the Army of Virginia and
the removal of Pope’s headguarters from
the saddle. o

The dead at Cedar Mountain @14

Uupion and 229 Confederate) were buried
under a flag of truce, watched by the
bristling bayouets of both armies. Jack-
son then retired toward Gorvdonsville, and
for a few days we camped on the blood
stained field, why 1 kbew net, for the
stench was offensive and maggots unpleas-
antly numerons on the igreund, so imper-
fectly had the dead beenicoversd. Ang
14 Pope reviewed his command, but nel
until the 19th did we take ghe road to the
North. The wagon train had been movinz
sinee 6 o'clock the previeps evening. 14
hours, stretehing ont op the road for 20
miles, when we followed; covering the
Tear, "
It was now march apd,skirmish, with
an occasional bivonae, frequently inter-
rupted by the “zip” of, the bullet or the
crash of the bnrsting ulm}]. The bhoom-
ing ©f cannon beeame u Familinr sound,
and Pope lnd us catebing Jacksén or
somebody else nearly every day, but Jack-
sou, instead of being *gobbled np," was
doing n little gobbling Limself, for while
Pope is watching the fords nnd helping
keep up the artillery misic of Jackson's
side-show, “Old Stonewall™ quietly slips
up to Manassas Junetion and captures that
place with its vast seenmnlation of army
stores: a brilliant dash tnken at great risk,
which eould not Lnve been aecomplished
with n leader like Sheridan in command
of our envalry, or with Grant at the helm,
The troops were quick to hear of these re-
verses, wenkening the slight confidenee
they hnd in Pope.  Straggling became al-
most a munia, some regiments not being
able to acconnt for half their men. It was
here that Gibbon's “Iron Brigade” show-
ed  its  wonderful  discipline and hizh
morale: the brigade had comparatively no
strugglers—not through the immediate in-
fluence of the officers nlone, but o feeling
of personal responsibility, each man for
the man whose elbow he touched in the
ratiks, snd the responsive thonght, 1
mwnst not fail myself in the duty 1 demand
of my comrade,”

Our supply of rations was not excessive,
and if the “home guaed” thonght we were
indulging in riotous living they were mis-
tuken. One day, after we had seen noth-
ing but hardtack for a week, my colored
boy thought he had seeured a prize; it
wis o venerable looking duek. Sam suid,
“I'se heap ‘sperience wid dneks; you no
Yjections, Mar's Capun, 1 bile nm.” I sug-
gested the “installment plan,” and Sam
commenced, and when we moved he took
his prize in a lug nnd. at the next eamp
renewed the “hot-water treatment,” A
couneil of war, however, finally decided
that dncky was too old a veteran 1o ever
snrrender, and bhe became a foot ball for
the colored boys of the regiment,

Must of our colored servants disappear-
ed early in this campaign, nnd 1 counldn’t
blame them much, for there was nothing
tempting ahout the”gituation; even hard-
tack and hissing cannon bulls get monoto-
nons in time, and when it ruined incessant-
Iy for 24 hours, and we hadn't the slight-
est shelter, I began to renlize what a ter-
rible thing water is if you take too much
of it. Sam, lhowever, remzined, and [
wns the envy of the other oflicers, 1 of-
ten found him on hiz knees praying “dat
Mars"r Capun might "seape de bullets and
Sam see de ole eabin once agin.”

BATTLE OF GAINESVILLE,

On the evening of Aug. 28 we were
moving rapidly forward on the Warrenton
pike toward Centerville, and not far from
Gainesville, when to our left, just emerging
from the timber, u white lhorse was ob-
serves]l, while the glass disclosed a rider
directing the movements of a field battery
which almost immedintely opened fire.

You,” said the gallant old Col. Cutler, of
the tith Wis,, taking down his field glass,
“the woods are full of "em; gel ready,
hoys, for the fun is coming.” Battery B,
4th Art., comes dashing to the front, and
it seemed but n moment in replying to the
enemy’s gunx; the 2d Wis. is immediately
under o murderous fire, and the whole hri-
gade leaves the pike, sweeping in fine to
the left across the field thward the enemy,
facing a shower of bullels that leaves
muny a4 brave fellow im'the rear as we
pass on. The men cloge hipe thie gaps, keep-
ing their places with n eheerful firmness
thnt veterans of n hundbed” battles might
envy. We meet and repmise the Confed-
erate charge, bt are outnumbered; we
hold e position, but seven out of 12 field
afficers are killed or disshled, and more
thun a third of the command are dead or
wonnded. pa

The sun was sinkine behind the horizon,
when I saw a Confederate officer form his
command as if for a fingl effort to break
our line; they were on rising ground, ev.
ery man standing boldly ont from a back-
gronml radiant with the golden fints of a
Summer saset; recklessly placing him-
self in frout of the line, he gave the com-
mamd o charge: down they eame at
double-quick over that green slope, their
gullant lender waving them on; men drop
from the ranks by scorex, but the line
sweeps bravely forward until it seems as
thongh half their number gre bleeding on
the: gronnd: the living hesitate, and the
bolil leader rides furiously along in front
to urge them on, but the leaden hail is
too potent, and they fall back, but with
the steady paev of veterans. A seemnd and
third time they charge down that hloody
slope,” only 1o be repulsed with ‘fearfu)
slanghter. nge fo ‘say, neither rider

, mor horse that led thi#gallant charge had

foe
need | bursting shell in the darkness nearly

v, snd Dhad e proaipily brought the

theilling details of battles that were never

fallea when darkness shut off my view,
and only the Sashing guns marked the
contending lines of friesd and -t A
blinds
me, and I feel that I am wounded near the
knee, but can walk and don’t mind it
Every man in my company seems n hero,
and when a Corporal whom 1 had disliked
quietly says duriug the Lottest of the bat-
tle, *Captain, m> gun’s so foul I can't get
the cartridge down; can yon find me an-
other?’ I felt like embracing him. He
was soon supplied, for we had a surplus
of gums just then, many a brave fellow
having turned his in for the final =ettle-
went.

In the darkuoess the tiring cepsed ns gl
denly as it commenced, snd men in the
blue and groy, with torches, mingled i
the search for the wounded and 1he dead
Toward midnight we moved back n short
distanee to the edee of the timber, whert
we hivouacked for an honr or twe.

We liad euconntersd two divisions
Jackson's ‘wips,  commanded by
Rtonewall” himself, who was retaroing
from his  sweeessinl raid on Manassas
Junetion, 1o jeuin Longstrest, coming
through Thoronghfare Gap,  Jackson say-
in his report: "By this time it was son
set, but as his ithe Uniem column ap
peared to e movieg by, with its Hank ex-
pased, T determined to attack at oncee,
which was vigoronzly dane by the divie
sions of Taliuferro and Ewell, Tie con
flict was ficeee and sangninary. The loss
on both sides was heavy.  Amowg onr
wonmled were Moi-Gen, Ewell and Brig..
Gen. Talialorre,”

Gibbon saxs in Lis report: “We ap
pear to have had no eavaley ont in that
direction, amd were completely surprisod
I sent vepealedly amd negently 1o Gens
King, Douldedary aml Patrick for assist-
nuee, it the two regiments of Doublediay s
Brigude was the only assistance farnish-
el ane; that ont of the 16 or 17 regiments
conuposing the division, bat six were pot
into action”  This was King's upportni-
otlier
brigades to Gilbon's snpport e atight
have schieved a  bwilliant victory  at
Gainesvilie, preventing Jackson from join-
ing his foree with Longstreel.  He seems
to have made wo attempl to direct his com-
mand after the battle commencad, bhut befi
each brigade to take ecare of itsell as best
it econld

CWhen King's Division, abont 1 2. ni. on
e moraing of the 20h, resamesl its
march toward Mabnssas, 1 my
wounded knee too painful te w hut
Muj. Dawes' of the Gth Wik, kindly dis.
monnted and lielpesd me on Lis horse, sav:
i ne n gonrney to Richmomd as prisoinen

af

On Sept, 11, following, [ was appainted
Liewtenaut-Colonel of the ™ML N, . Tn
saxing good-by to my compades of the Gth
Wis, and the other regiments of the “Iron
Brigude,” after nearly 15 mouths of ser-
viere, 1 fully realized that I was pariing
from o comisund that had few equals ie
the army, IRlegnlars or Voluuleers,
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SONORA.

A Counntry Whose Reputed Wealth Has Ex-
cited Many Generations.

Epitor NaTiovan Tuisvxg: 1T come
onee more to you for light concerning the
history of the lsland of Tiburon, in the
Gulf of Californin, of which I have n-mlf
different sketches for the last 15 or 20|
vears, Yesteriday I strack 2 new one, say-
ing, nmong other things, that it is gen-
ernily supposed that the Jdifferent expedi-
tions of Americans who in years past mads
bald to go there and explore the island
were  destroyemd, as well as their ships
Lately, lhowever, they have discoversd
something which leads them to believe that
some of the men, among them one Capt.
Porter, are held as prisoners. Now, to
make it plain, the poimnts I wish light on
are these:

1. Is this island inhabited by some sort
of an lndian race?

2. Are they suppossd to have existed =
a race prior (o the time of the North Amer-
ican Indian?

3. 15 this we see foating aronpd in the
newspapers in reference to the islund sap-
posed to be real history, or mere myth or
‘able?

These newspaper articles generally refer
to rich minerals sapposed o be in the
mountiaing of the islind, and to some treas-
nre-laden vessel that opee ran up the gulf
aird buried s riclies on the islaml. [ con-
not nuder=tand how this information o
evor have boon obiained, if all expeditions
listye, on enconutering the savages of the
island, either been killed or held in abso-
Irte bondage.—t. W. FrLLee, 212 North
11th St., Fort Smiih, Ark.

|'Tiburon is part of the State of Sonora,
Mex., which has for ecenturies been  Te-
ported to have gold and silver in fabmlons
nwenuts, and to get which has been n
perennial temptation to adventurers bhoth
Spanish aod American. The legend which
has been potent in exeiting these is that in
the early days of the anish Conguiest,
the mines were worked so profitubly that
n large eity woas built in which was ons
wtataly building capable of quartering 1,000
dragoons. But the Spaniards were so eruel
{0 their Indian slaves, that at last a gen-
erul uprising resulted, in which all the
Spaniards were exterminated,  Thereafter
the fierce Indiap tribes would permit no
white mun to enter the territory. In the
yenrs [ollowing the discovery of gold in
California  several pavties of  Ameriean
prospectors wha attempted to peneirate
into Sonorn were cut off and massacred,
The legend of this snormous wenlth had
such influence that Dr. Wo M. Gwin,
then a Senator from Californin. tried to
induce President Buchanan to send down
there s regiment of dragoons to capture
the conntry. The war coming on inter-
Tered with this, and he, being a rebel, went
to the Emperor Napoleon to secure from
him a recommendation to Emperor Max-
imilinn for a foree to conquer the terri-
tory, and apen it to miners, whom Gwin
represented  woulid  speedily  oeenpy  the
State and make it the bulwark of the Em
pire.  Maximiliun lad too much else on
lis mind, and neglectad to do this, when
Gwin went back to Napoleon ILL nud se-
cured nn order on Marshal Bazaine for
G000 soldiers, Gwin at that time foresaw
the overthrow of the rebellion, and pro
posed to make a liome for the rebels fly-
ing from the United States, who would be
ouly too glad to fight “the Yankees™ in
support of the Empire, which, Gwin also
correctly foresaw, would soon be attucked
by us; but Bazaine, having matters of
gerions charaeter on his mind then, failed
to comply with the order, and the scheme
fell throngh.

There is so much fetion in regard to
the eonntry, that it is hard to separate it
from the facts. The conntry is being grad-
ually opened up by the Mexican troops,
and the last stronghold appeirs to be ou
Tiburon Island, in the Gulf of California,
which is beld by the Yaguis and Seris,
very fierce tribes, who lLave given the
Mexicans a world of trouble, but are now
being brought under control.  Their head-
quarters are on the island, Prof. MeGee,
the ethnologist, has succeeded in peoetrat-
ing Tiburon Island, and thouglh finding the
Indinus very savage, reports them not so
fierce as has been represented.  Some al-
tempt has been made to find out ubout
them ethuologically, bnt so far we have
obtnined nothing at all satisfactory, Iint
little has been suid.of late years of the
fabulons wealth formerly Lelieved to be in
the country, and it is now thought that
most or nearly all the stories are gross ex-
aggerntions.  The treasure =hip is one of
the innumerable fables, in which Bonora is
far richer than anything else—IEditor Na-
tionnl Tribune. |

e -

A Lost Chance.

(Cleveland Plain Dealer.)

“Sueh is fatel” sighed the Venezuelan
General, as the last batel of glittering
fairy tales dropped from  his uvrw]u.-.-s:
b,

The story of single-handed bravery, the
romnance of peerless  self-sneritiee,  the

“O |

14T days.

VICKSBURG
NATIONAL PARK.

Gen. Wm. H. Raynor Tells of a
Recent Visit to It.

—

Gen, Wm. H. Raynor, who was Colonel
of the Sl Ohio, a regiment that lost 50
per ceat, of its strength in Killed and
wonnded at Champion’s Hill, and suffer-
{od thwe most severely of any Ohio regi-
I ment in the stege of Vieksburg, receatly
visibedl that eity in company with Past
| Commander-in-Chief John 8 Kounig, whoe
Lin the Seerctary and Historian of  the
Viecksburg National Military I'nck Com-
missioi. Fram a paper read by Gen, Ray-
_.Iiul“ln".u-l- Toledo Post, we take the fol-
lowing:

“Having taken an active part in the
campnign and siege from its beginning in
April nntit the end 1 was pleased to ac-
cept an invitation from the Chairman of
the PPark Commission, Capt., W ‘T, Rig-
by, who. by the way. was an officer of

myself.
“tirir. Konntz bad visited Jackson two

yours, amd e readily fonad some of the
ol Confederates gl friemls that he had
then met.  We were warmly greeted by
| these perople, who expressed thomaelves as
pleased (o soe us in their eity.  Viekshurg
i< gitaated in, and sorronine
of steep hills sopy
All roads leading out from the ecity are
cat through the hills and doewn into the
ravines, These cuts vary in depth. In
places the clay banks rise from 10 (o 25
feet above the raad, The elay is of sach

pemdicularvly for yenrs: in fact, the longes
the surface is exposed 1o the sit, the
barder amd firmer it becomes,  But let a
stream of water onee hegin to ran through
where the surface is not well protected by
grass or rools, il enls vers rapidiy. I

- : |
the 20th fowa aud in the same brigade as |

or three times before duving the past threee |

1 by n serics |
a 1
rated by deep ravines,

consistency that it will stamd ahaost per- |

tion of the Shirley House, an importaal
landmark duri1 the siege. It was knowy
throughout the Union army as the *White
House," and nearly every soldier will re.
member it. It stood on a commanding
elevation and was visible for many miles,
At the beginning of the siege it was mid-
way bhetween tha line, and g part of
the time gas occupied by Mrs, Shirley
and two servants, Gen. Grant had her
removed te safer quarters in the rear, and
the Union lines approached and i time
passed the house. It was hit many times
by cannom balls and bullets from both
sides, wet it endured the siege and for
many years after, when it was remowved,
The present restoration is an exact dopli-
cate of the old Shirley home, The Com-
mission have also nnder way a good read,
bnilt just inside the Confedevate line of
works. This readway will be known as
‘Confederate Avenue,” and will be about
cight and one-half miles long. At the
proper  locations along the line of this
avenne will be placed cast tablets, giving
the names of the diferent commands that
vertipied] the deferses at each partieniar
point. The works will be restored, turfed
over, and kept in good order.

“ALL THE LANDS

!-‘m which are the Confederate lines have
'heen purchased Ly the Commission, and
||Iu- mast of those on which are the Union
| treches amd approaches ave alsa been
secnred. Linds  ocenpied by the
I'nion eataps are (oo large, ton  wiklely
| soparated and the co<t wonbd be oo mach
to purelinse them, but they will all be
| marked.,  Averaging about a gquarier of
la mile outside the line of Confederate
| Avenue will be cunstrmetsd another gravel-
fed roadway 1o e enlled Union Avenue,”
:I'I‘hi-. while nat extending onile ax far
soulh as tioe foll extont of the eround oc-

pisdd by the Union troops will, inchnding
(vt Avenns, he oight and theee tenths
| miles in length. Along Unioe: Avenue will
Pbe placed markers designating the posi-
L tion of the different commands daring the
| stege, while the vifle pits, trenches, saps,
| e will he restored ss completely as can
| e determinsd,  In addition, aloug the line
Laf TTuion Avenne will e placed monu-
ments  to be  furnished by the several
States vepresenied in the Union Army.
Ohin was represenied by 38 commands,
(and onr State has already contracted for
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thi= water is not diverted or the clay pro-
teetod, the rains of o few Summers cut the
entire surface into decp, namrow mvines
with sharp, steep peaks between. [ saw
wome of these water-eut ravines 1 feet
deep thongh such a depth is an exeception.
Such “wash-outs" are general thronshout
the hilly lands of the Siate. Where such
Land i cultivated carve mnst he taken to
protect  the surface from the washing
cansed by the heavy falls of rain which ae-
company the Summer storms in the South,

“Our rante was by the Baldwin's Perry
road, nntil we arvdved at the iine of the
Confedernie works, then south by way
of n makeshift vond. until the square fort
wias reached, This fort was ealled the
‘Big Fort' -by our hoys, and was imme-
dintely in front of the line ocenpied by
Flovey's Division and was one of the prin-
cipal objects of attack and approaches by
onr division. Here we loft our wagon and
took a1 general survey of the gronnds: first
of the walls of earth behind which the
boys in gray fought and resisted onr ad-
vanee for over six weeks, Here they
lived, slept, ate, fought, and not a few of
thew died. They seldom left the trenches;
their meals were ecooked in the ravines in
their rear and brought up to them,  Iere,
these men in gray, under incessaut fire—
from the front during the day, from the
mortar boats in the rear during the night,
beset with constant apprehension of an
assanlt, without proper fosd or protection
from the wenther —fought and
one of the best armies bf the North for
They commanded our sympathy;
then enfored! our admiration; they wer
American soiliers.

SarltE LINE OF CONFEDERATE DE-

FENSEN

ocenupied the sommit of a steep ridge, or
rather a series of ridges of high ground,
200 o 300 feet above the river, and ex-
tended in an irregular line, in erescent
shape, nearly 10 miles long, from a poiot
on the Mississippi just north of the city
to near Warrenton on the sonth, and end-
ing on the river just below the city. The
average distanee from the court-house was
not over two miles.  The lines of ap-
proach of the Union army were through
ravines and over the steep spurs and
penks outside the Confederate defenses,
and distant therefrom a half to three-
gquarters of a mile ot first. but by digging
trenches and saps the Union line ap-
proached the enemy’s fort and outworks
=0 closely that, on the duy of surrendet.
in many places, but a few feat intervened
between the contending forces.

“A sure-footed horse had been brought
along for Gen, Kountz, and he accom-
panied ns on onr tramp, up and down hill,
through ravine, brush and weeds, with
the skill of a mountaineer. We walked
all along *Hover's firing line,” conld trace
the approach to the Square fort, but an-
other approach nmade by a portion of the
command on the extreme right conld not
be so definitely  loented, The changes
masde by the tilling up in =ome places, by
thes washing out in others, the great simi-
larity In the spurs jotting out from the
main ridge, the sameness in the ravines
between these spnrs rendered  absolute
identification of this particular point im-
possible.

“Our party started to locate the camp
occnpied by Slack’™s brigade during the
greater part of the siege. This we did
enveessfully, nand the spot was wmarked
by numbered metal stakes and duly re-
vordel

“Phe Vieksborg National Park Com-
mission was athorized by act of Con-
gress in IN09, and under that anthority
Gen, Alger, then Secretary of War, ap-
pointed as members of the Commission:
(1en. Srephen Db, Lee. of the Confederate
army; Capt. Everest, of Chicngo, aml
Capt. Willinm T. Rigby., of lowa, also
John 8., Kountz, of Toledo, O, a8 Secre-
tary ond Hislorinn,  This selection was
mwade to comply with the act, which o
guired the Secretary of War to appoint
only ihose whe had been engaged in the
stege, aml at least one of whom must

resisted |

38 monuments costing $1,500 cach, exclu-
#ive of the base. to be placed along the
roadwas, and nenrest the spot ocenpied by
these severnl commuuds during the siege.
In addition to the restoration of the works
it ie proposed to restore the artillery in
position,

The next day, Wednesday, was speat
in visiting the

BATTLE GEOUND OF CHAMPION'S HILL.

“We drove ont from Bolton in the early
moriing over the road on which Hovey's
Diivision murched on the morning of May
165, 1863  The country does not present
the sume apreavanes now as then, but
mauny spots conld be recoguized, espeeial
Iy the place where the bees from over-
turned hives drove the soldicrs from the
road and eansed them to run faster than
the “Johnnies” ever did. A mile or two
further on we recognized the plice where
the Confederate pickets were found;
where Hoveys deploved his division to the
rieht and left of the road, and then be-
gan, for the troops engaged, one of the
| finresst battles of the war. The battle wis .
II-m::ln on the Tnicu side mainly by
| Hovey's Division of the Thirteenth Corps,
| Logan's Division and Boomer's Brigade
of the Seventeenth Corps. Of the entira
loss in Grant's army, Hovey's Division
suffered within 50 of ene-half. This bat-
tie in reality settied the fate of Vicksburs.
| Tt drove Pemberton within the infrench-

| mentz of that city, and entailed a loss to
[his effective force of not less than 12,000
ta 15,000 men, incluading, of course, Lor-
ing’s Division, which, although not cap-
tured, lost all its arctillery and wagous,
amd didd not again join Pemberton’s army.

“I had no tromble in tracing out tha
ronte over which our division andvanced,
and readily fonnd the cornfield in which
Lmore than W9 of my own brave bors
| poured out their blosl for the country
| they loved so well. This particnlar gronml
lis wow an abandoned field, but presents
nearly the same genernl appearance now
that it did at the time of the battle. Hat
the conditions—how different! Then the
roar of canmon, the rattle of musketry,
the cheers and yells, the action and life—
amdl. more than all, the death. As I stood
on the field, the memory of that day and
the scenes then enacted eame vividly frosh
to my mind. 1 seemed to see the lines
of gray and brown across by the fence,
and in seattered sguads to onr left, and
the thin line of blue advancing on them.
I conld see the set, determined faces of
our boys, the anxions, peering eres, and
ns the line moves on the occasional half
halt to reload, then the rush to the front
to fire, the ocensional dropping of n form
here and there. the convulsive elutehing
of the hands, the quivering of the writh-
ing body, and more than onee T saw again
from the stricken ones that mute, appenl-
ing look for help and protection which
the soldier learns to expeet from his com-
mander. The memory of these events af-
fected me more deeply now than did the
reality  when they were enacted nenrly
40 years ago. Then there was no time
for sentiment or thought—but, in  the
midst of the most momentous duties such
seenes were instantaneously burned into
one's brain.

“Almost npon the site of the old Cham-
pion honse now stands a building nsed on
Sanday ax a charch for the negroes, and
on week daxs a2 a school for eolored #hil-
dren—a very fitting conseeration, and a
mennment for one of the most important
battles of the war, that brought freedom
to that race.

“The remainiog daxs of the week wore
devoted to visiting the "it}', the Naotional
Cemetery, and the work in progress nn-
der the plags of the Park Commission, the
spot where the terms of surrender woere
aevepted, and Gene Grant's headgnarters.
The Vicksburg National Cemetery is sit-
uated at the extieme north end just ont-
side the ity limiis. Tt is one of the most
muagnificent comoterics ever devoted to the
dead sobliers of auy nation, Tt eontains
the remaing of more Tnion soldiers than
any other of the Natlonal Cemeteries. Tha

have been on the Confederate side, The

fonght. of victeries that were never womn,
of Inurels that are never worn, woitld be |
lost to a waiting workl.

“SBuch is fate!” repeated the sashed awd |
spangled  Venczuelan  Geneval,  as
ground the wasted copy into the floorin
with his booled heel
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the cable had been ent.

Commission has accumelated a  great
mg=< of valnable information, mosi of it
the work of Capt. Righy amd  Gen.
Romtz  Capt. Righy spends all of his

las vory mice dwl comfortable auarters,

tulal list iz HLGIS, of whom nearly 13..
00 are nuknowsn, The bodies have heen

| bronght ess S all the camps and bat-

tlefields in and aboot the c¢ity, and here
they sleep, on platenus amd terraces bord-

he o time at Vieksborg, where the Commission | eresd with flowers and shrubbery, throngh

which wind brand avenues lined with mag-

“The Commission laid out the plans for | polinx, Spanizh oak and tropieal plants,

Tor somebody had just told him that f their woak and have them well under way. | It is kept in most exeellent ander onfer the
i'l’ha-,\' have about completed the pestora- " superintendence of Capt. O°Shea. .

"




